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Army sees safety, not ‘wokeness,’ as top recruiting obstacle 


Students in the new Army prep course stand at attention after physical training exercises at Fort 
Jackson in Columbia, S.C., Aug. 27, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — While some Republicans blame the 
COVID-19 vaccine or “wokeness” for the Army’s recruit- 
ing woes, the military service says the bigger hurdles are 
more traditional ones: Young people don’t want to die or 
get injured, deal with the stress of Army life and put their 
lives on hold. 
They “just don’t see the Army as something that’s rele- 
vant,” said Maj. Gen. Alex Fink, head of Army marketing. 
“They see us as revered, but not relevant, in their lives.” 
Addressing those longtime issues has taken on greater ur- 
gency as the Army tries to recover from its worst recruiting 
year in decades, a situation aggravated by the tight jobs 
market. The Army is offering new programs, advertising 
and enticements in an effort to change perceptions and 
reverse the decline. 
One incentive gives recruiters bonuses of up to $4,500 per 
quarter if they exceed their baseline enlistment require- 
ment. A pilot program allows young enlisted soldiers — 
those in the three lower ranks — to get a promotion if they 
refer someone who enlists and goes to basic training. 
Only one promotion per soldier is allowed. 


Continued on Page 3 
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'Unidentified object' downed over Lake Huron, 3rd this week 


By COLLEEN LONG, LOLITA 
C. BALDOR and ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden on Sunday 
ordered an "unidentified 
object" shot down with a 
missile by U.S. fighter jets 
Sunday over Lake Huron, 
and it was believed to be 
the same one tracked over 
Montana and monitored 
by the government begin- 
ning the night before, U.S. 
officials said. 
The downing came after 
earlier objects over Alaska 
and Canada were shot out 
of the sky because they 
were flying at altitudes that 
posed a threat to com- 
mercial aircraft, according 
to the officials, who had 
knowledge of the down- 
ings and spoke to The As- 
sociated Press on condition 


of anonymity to discuss the 
sensitive operations. 
It was extraordinary that 
four objects were shot out 


of the sky by U.S. fighter jets 
in eight days. Pentagon of- 
ficials have said they don't 
know when the last shoot- 


down of an unknown or un- 
authorized object over U.S. 
territory occurred. 
The latest object brought 
down was first detected 
on Saturday evening over 
Montana, but it was initially 
thought to be an anomaly. 
Radar picked it up again 
Sunday hovering over the 
Upper Peninsula of Michi- 
gan and it was going over 
Lake Huron. 
U.S. and Canadian authori- 
ties had restricted some 
airspace over the lake ear- 
lier Sunday as planes were 
scrambled to intercept and 
try to identify the object. 
The latest object was oc- 
tagonal, with strings hang- 
ing off, but had no discern- 
able payload. It was flying 
low at about 20,000 feet, 
according to one senior 
U.S. official. 
U.S. officials were still try- 
ing to precisely identify the 
other two objects blown 
from the sky by F-22 fight- 
er jets over the past two 
days. They also were work- 
ing to determine whether 
China was responsible as 
concerns escalated about 
what Washington said was 
Beijing's large-scale aerial 
surveillance program. 
The object shot down Sat- 
urday over Canada's Yu- 
kon was described by U.S. 
officials as a balloon sig- 
nificantly smaller than the 
balloon — the size of three 
school buses — hit by a mis- 
sile Feb. 4 while drifting off 
the South Carolina coast 
after traversing the coun- 
try. A flying object brought 
down over the remote 
northern coast of Alaska on 
Friday was more cylindrical 
and described as a type of 
airship. Both were believed 
to have a payload, either 
attached 
or 
suspended 
from them, according to 
the officials who spoke to 
The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity to 
discuss the ongoing inves- 
tigation. Officials were not 
able to say who launched 
the objects and were seek- 
ing to figure out their origin. 
The three objects were 
much smaller in size, dif- 
ferent in appearance and 
flew at lower altitudes than 
the suspected Chinese spy 
balloon that fell into the At- 
lantic Ocean after the U.S. 


missile strike. 
The officials said the Alaska 
and Canada objects were 
not consistent with the fleet 
of Chinese aerial surveil- 
lance balloons that target- 
ed more than 40 countries, 
stretching back at least 
into the Trump administra- 
tion. 
That large white orb first 
appeared over the U.S. in 
late January, and since 
then Americans have been 
fixated on the sky above 
them. U.S. authorities made 
clear that they constantly 
monitor for unknown radar 
blips, and it is not unusual 
to shut down airspace as 
a precaution to evaluate 
them, but they'd also take 
action when necessary. 
On Sunday, the U.S. brief- 
ly 
closed 
the 
airspace 
over Lake Michigan but 
reopened it roughly an 
hour later. Senate Major- 
ity Leader Chuck Schumer 
told ABC's "This Week" that 
U.S. officials were working 
quickly to recover debris. 
Using shorthand to de- 
scribe the objects as bal- 
loons, he said U.S military 
and intelligence officials 
were "focused like a laser" 
on gathering and accumu- 
lating the information, then 
compiling a comprehen- 
sive analysis. 
"The bottom line is until a 
few months ago we didn't 
know about these bal- 
loons," 
Schumer, 
D-N.Y., 
said of the spy program 
that the administration has 
linked to the People's Lib- 
eration Army, China's mili- 
tary. "It is wild that we didn't 
know." 
Eight days ago, F-22 jets 
downed the large white 
balloon that had wafted 
over the U.S. for days at an 
altitude of about 60,000 
feet. U.S. officials imme- 
diately 
blamed 
China, 
saying the balloon was 
equipped to detect and 
collect intelligence signals 
and could maneuver itself. 
White House officials said 
improved surveillance ca- 
pabilities helped detect it. 
China's Foreign Ministry said 
the 
unmanned 
balloon 
was a civilian meteorologi- 
cal airship that had blown 
off course. Beijing said the 
U.S. had "overreacted" by 
shooting it down.q 


In this photo provided by Chad Fish, a large balloon drifts above 
the Atlantic Ocean, just off the coast of South Carolina, with a 
fighter jet and its contrail seen below it, Saturday, Feb. 4, 2023. 
Associated Press 


up front A3 
Monday 13 February 2023 


By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Law- 
yers for former President 
Donald Trump have in re- 
cent 
months 
voluntarily 
turned over to federal in- 
vestigators additional pa- 
pers marked as classified as 
well as a laptop belonging 
to a Trump aide, a person 
familiar with the situation 
said Friday night. 
The legal team also pro- 
vided an empty folder with 
classified 
markings, 
ac- 
cording to the person, who 
spoke on condition of ano- 
nymity to The Associated 
Press to discuss an ongo- 


ing investigation. It was not 
immediately 
clear 
what 
material was supposed to 
have been in the folder. 
A Justice Department spe- 
cial counsel has been in- 
vestigating the retention by 
Trump of hundreds of docu- 
ments marked as classified 
at his Florida estate, Mar- 
a-Lago. FBI agents who 
served a search warrant at 
the property in August re- 
covered roughly 100 clas- 
sified documents, includ- 
ing records classified at the 
top-secret level. A federal 
grand jury has been hear- 
ing evidence in the case 
for 
months. 
Prosecutors 


are investigating whether 
Trump willfully hoarded the 
material and whether he or 
anyone else sought to ob- 
struct their probe, court fil- 
ings show. 
ABC News first reported the 
discovery of the additional 
documents. 
The person familiar with 
the matter said a hand- 
ful of pages with classified 
markings were found dur- 
ing a search weeks ago at 
the Mar-a-Lago complex 
that was supervised by 
the Trump legal team, and 
were promptly provided to 
the Justice Department. 
The documents were found 


in a box containing thou- 
sands of pages, the person 
said. The Trump legal team 
had enlisted investigators 


to search for any other 
classified documents that 
had not yet been recov- 
ered by the government.q 


Army sees safety, not ‘wokeness,’ as top recruiting obstacle 


Continued from Front 


The Army fell about 15,000 
soldiers, or 25%, short of its 
60,000 recruitment goal last 
year, when all the branch- 
es struggled to meet re- 
cruiting goals. 
Army Secretary Christine 
Wormuth said the Army 
has set a difficult goal for 
this year: aiming to bring 
in 65,000 recruits, which 
would be 20,000 more than 
in 2022. It’s difficult to pre- 
dict how it will go, she said, 
adding that recruiters need 
to do all they can to sur- 
pass last year’s numbers. 
“I would say it is a stretch 
goal,” she said. 
Wormuth said she and 
Gen. James McConville, 
the Army’s chief of staff, 
believed they needed to 
set a big goal. 
“I think we are seeing some 
forward momentum. But it 
is still too early to tell where 
we will likely land at the end 
of this fiscal year. I know we 
will do better than we did 
last year,” she said. 
Guiding the Army’s efforts 
are surveys intended to 
help pinpoint why young 
people dismiss the Army as 
a career. 
Those surveys were con- 
ducted over four months 
last spring and summer. 
They involved about 600 
respondents, ages 16 to 
28, per month. The Army 
discussed the general find- 


ings with The Associated 
Press but declined to pro- 
vide detailed methodolo- 
gy, saying the surveys were 
done by a private research 
contractor and that licens- 
ing 
agreements 
limited 
the public release of some 
data collection details. 
Officials said that based on 
the surveys, young people 
simply do not see the Army 
as a safe place or good 
career path, and believe 
they would have to put 
their lives and careers on 
hold if they enlisted. 
Army leaders said very few 


say they are deterred from 
enlisting due to “wokeness.” 
In fact, concerns about dis- 
crimination against women 
and minorities is seen as a 
bigger issue, along with a 
more general distrust of the 
military. 
Republicans in Congress, 
including Rep. Jim Banks, 
chairman of the House 
Armed Services subcom- 
mittee on military person- 
nel, have pledged to tar- 
get “wokeness” this year. 
Banks, R-Ind., has said “ex- 
posing 
and 
dismantling 
the Biden administration’s 


woke agenda that is driving 
down military recruitment 
and retention” will be a top 
priority for him this year. His 
spokesman, Buckley Carl- 
son, said combating “wo- 
keness” at the Defense De- 
partment will be a key issue 
for the congressman. 
Banks and others have 
complained 
about 
the 
Pentagon’s efforts to target 
extremism in the military, 
provide courses in critical 
race theory and other ef- 
forts to expand diversity. 
They say focusing on par- 
tisan issues pushed by the 


left takes away from the 
Pentagon’s core missions, 
weakens the military and 
turns off recruits. 
But the Army says that on 
average, only 5% of the 
respondents in the surveys 
listed “wokeness” as an is- 
sue, compared with 13% 
who say they believe that 
women and minorities will 
face discrimination and not 
get the same opportunities. 
Wormuth said the survey 
data is a tool to “assuage 
the concerns that some 
may have, whether influ- 
encers or members of Con- 
gress, about wokeness or 
the vaccine mandate — 
which is now rescinded — 
and show they are not, by 
any means, primary drivers 
of the recruiting challenges 
we’re experiencing.” 
She said the information 
from the surveys also pro- 
vides insight on how the 
Army needs to better ex- 
plain its benefits. 
Fink, the Army’s marketing 
head, said the top three 
reasons young people cite 
for rejecting military enlist- 
ment are the same across 
all the services: fear of 
death, worries about post- 
traumatic 
stress 
disorder 
and leaving friends and 
family — in that order. He 
said the Army wanted a 
better 
understanding 
of 
any additional barriers to 
service, beyond those top 
three.q 


Army Secretary Christine Wormuth, testifies before a Senate Armed Services Committee on May 
5, 2022, on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


Associated Press 


AP source: Trump team turns over items 
marked as classified 


This image contained in a court filing by the Department of 
Justice on Aug. 30, 2022, and partially redacted by the source, 
shows a photo of documents seized during the Aug. 8 FBI search 
of former President Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate. 
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BOWLING GREEN, Ky. (AP) 
— Kentucky has seen its 
first 
infant 
anonymously 
dropped off at one of its 
“baby box” safe surrender 
locations. At a news con- 
ference Friday, Safe Haven 
Baby Boxes founder and 
CEO Monica Kelsey said the 
child was dropped off with- 
in the last seven days at a 
Bowling Green Fire Depart- 
ment location, declining to 
be more specific to protect 
anonymity. She said fire 
department staff was able 
to tend to the child in less 
than 90 seconds. The child 
is the 24th in the country to 
be surrendered at one of 
more than 130 baby boxes 
and drawers the organiza- 
tion has established across 
nine states. “This baby is 


healthy. This baby is beau- 
tiful. This baby is perfect,” 
said Kelsey, who added 
that officials are now look- 
ing to place the child in “a 
forever home.” 
Gov. Andy Beshear signed 
a law in 2021 that allows 
the use of baby boxes for 
children less than 30 days 
old. The law requires the 
boxes to be located at po- 
lice stations, fire stations or 
hospitals that are staffed 24 
hours a day. It also requires 
equipping them with a no- 
tification system to alert the 
first responders on site that 
a child has been placed in- 
side the box. 
Kentucky now has 16 baby 
box locations. The Bowling 
Green box had been op- 
erational for less than two 


months. Safe Haven Baby 
Boxes are installed in the 
exterior wall of a fire station 
or hospital. An exterior door 
automatically locks when a 
newborn is placed inside, 
and an interior door lets a 
medical staff member se- 
cure the baby from inside 
the building. “This child 
was legally, safely, anony- 
mously and lovingly placed 
inside of this Safe Haven 
Baby Box, and that speaks 
volumes about the par- 
ent,” Kelsey said. Republi- 
can state Rep. Nancy Tate, 
who sponsored the legisla- 
tion, told WNKY-TV that it’s 
her goal to have at least 
one box in every Kentucky 
county. “It makes my heart 
full to know how supportive 
this project is,” Tate said.q 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — The 
head of a union repre- 
senting most of the Mem- 
phis Fire Department said 
three employees who were 
fired after the death of 
Tyre Nichols weren’t given 
enough information as they 
responded to the call for 
medical help. 
Thomas Malone, president 
of the Memphis Fire Fighters 
Association, also wrote in a 
letter to city council mem- 
bers that information was 
withheld from those first re- 
sponders by people on the 
scene. 
Nichols, who is Black, was 
beaten by Memphis police 
after he was pulled over 
Jan. 7 for an alleged traffic 
violation. However, police 
Chief Cerelyn “CJ” Davis 
has said publicly released 
footage failed to show why 
Nichols was stopped at all. 
The union leader came 
to the defense of the fire 
department as a whole, 
saying its more-than-1,600 
employees “serve this city 
and its citizens with purpose 
and intent each and every 
day.” 
The Daily Memphian re- 
ported on and published 
a copy of the letter, which 
says “there is no way any 
member could be truly pre- 
pared for a situation that 
occurred on January 7, 
2023.” 
“Our members were not 


given adequate informa- 
tion upon dispatch or upon 
arrival of the scene,” Malo- 
ne wrote. “Quite frankly, 
there was information with- 
held by those already on 
the scene which caused 
our members to handle 
things differently than they 
should have.” 
Three fire department em- 
ployees were fired after 
Nichols died. In all, 13 po- 
lice officers have either 
been disciplined or are un- 
der investigation for their 
roles in Nichols’ death. Six 
were fired, and five of them 
are charged with murder. 
Two Shelby County sher- 
iff’s deputies were also sus- 


pended. Two of the former 
fire department employ- 
ees, EMT Robert Long and 
advanced EMT JaMichael 
Sandridge, had their profes- 
sional licenses suspended 
by a state medical board. 
Lt. Michelle Whitaker was 
the third employee let go. 
Her license was not consid- 
ered for suspension, though 
state Emergency Medical 
Services board members 
commented that more ac- 
tions could follow. 
Memphis city spokeswom- 
an Arlenia Cole told the 
Daily Memphian that all 
three former fire depart- 
ment employees have ap- 
pealed their firings. 


Fire Chief Gina Sweat has 
said the department re- 
ceived a call from police 
after someone was pep- 
per-sprayed. 
When 
the 
workers arrived at 8:41 p.m., 
Nichols was handcuffed on 
the ground and slumped 
against a squad car, the 
statement said. 
Long 
and 
Sandridge, 
based on the nature of the 
call and information they 
were told by police, “failed 
to conduct an adequate 
patient assessment of Mr. 
Nichols,” 
the 
statement 
said. Whitaker remained 
in the vehicle with the 
driver during the response 
to Nichols’ beating, the 


department said. An am- 
bulance was called, and 
it arrived at 8:55 p.m., the 
statement said. An emer- 
gency unit cared for Nich- 
ols and left for a hospital 
with him at 9:08 p.m., which 
was 27 minutes after Long, 
Sandridge and Whitaker ar- 
rived, officials said. Nichols 
died three days later. 
An 
investigation 
deter- 
mined that all three vio- 
lated multiple policies and 
protocols, the statement 
said. 
“They were reacting to 
what they saw, what they 
were told at the scene,” 
Sweat recently told city 
council members. “Obvi- 
ously, they did not perform 
at the level that we expect, 
or that the citizens of Mem- 
phis deserve.” 
Before suspending the li- 
censes of Long and San- 
dridge earlier this month, 
the 
state 
EMS 
board 
watched 19 minutes of 
surveillance 
video 
that 
showed the two first re- 
sponders as they failed 
to care for Nichols, who 
couldn’t stay seated up- 
right against the side of the 
vehicle, laying prone on 
the ground multiple times. 
EMS board member Sulli- 
van Smith said it was “ob- 
vious to even a lay person” 
that Nichols “was in ter- 
rible distress and needed 
help.”q 


Union: Fired EMTs didn’t get enough info in Nichols response 


In this image from video released and partially redacted by the city of Memphis, Tenn., Tyre 
Nichols lies on the ground during a brutal attack by Memphis Police officers on Jan. 7, 2023, in 
Memphis. 


Associated Press 


1st infant in Kentucky surrendered anonymously at ‘baby box’ 


Safe Haven Baby Boxes Founder Monica Kelsey speaks at a 
news conference at a Bowling Green Fire Department station, 
Friday, Feb. 10, 2023, in Bowling Green, Ky. 
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BERLIN (AP) — The Ger- 
man government wants to 
temporarily ease visa re- 
strictions for survivors of the 
earthquake in Turkey and 
Syria who have close fam- 


ily ties to Germany if they 
are facing homelessness or 
were injured. 
“It’s about helping in times 
of need. We want to make 
it possible for Turkish or Syr- 


ian families in Germany to 
bring close relatives from 
the disaster region,” Ger- 
man Interior Minister Nancy 
Faeser tweeted late Satur- 
day. 
“They can find shelter with 
us and receive medical 
treatment,” 
Faeser 
said. 
“With regular visas, which 
are issued quickly and are 
valid for three months.” 
However, not all the re- 
quirements of a regular 
visa procedure are being 
waived. Applicants must 
still be able to present a 
valid passport — likely to 
be an obstacle for people 
who fled collapsing build- 
ings. 
Several million people in 


Germany have Turkish roots 
because, more than 60 
years ago, West Germany 
recruited “guest workers” 
from Turkey and elsewhere 
to help the country ad- 
vance economically. 
More recently, hundreds 
of thousands of Syrian refu- 
gees came to Germany 
looking for safety from the 
brutal civil war back home. 
Turkish and Syrian immi- 
grants in Germany have 
been collecting aid, send- 
ing donations and worry- 
ing for their relatives back 
home. Calls to allow them 
to take in close family 
members from the devas- 
tated regions had been 
growing for days.q 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Dozens of 
leaders and senior officials 
from 
Arab 
and 
Islamic 
countries warned on Sun- 
day Israeli actions in Jeru- 
salem and the occupied 
West Bank could worsen re- 
gional turmoil, as violence 
surges between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 
The 
meeting 
in 
Cairo 
was hosted by the Arab 
League and attended by 
President Abdel Fattah el- 
Sissi of Egypt, Jordan’s King 
Abdullah II and Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas 
along with many foreign 
ministers and senior offi- 
cials. The high-level gather- 
ing came amid one of the 
deadliest periods of fight- 
ing in years in Jerusalem 
and the neighboring Israeli- 
occupied territory. Forty- 
five Palestinians have been 
killed so far this year, ac- 
cording to a count by The 
Associated Press. Palestin- 
ians have killed 10 people 
on the Israeli side during 
that time. 
Speakers at the meeting 
condemned Israel’s “uni- 
lateral measures” in Jeru- 
salem and the West Bank 
in 
statements, 
including 
home demolitions and ex- 
panding settlements. 
They also condemned vis- 
its by Israeli officials to the 
city’s contested holy site, 
which is sacred to both 
Jews and Muslims and has 


often been the epicenter 
of Israeli-Palestinian unrest. 
There was no immediate 
comment from Israel’s gov- 
ernment. 
The officials also voiced 
support for Jordan’s role as 
custodian of the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, the third-holiest 
site in Islam. The mosque 
is built on a hilltop in Jeru- 
salem’s Old City that is the 
most sacred site for Jews, 
who refer to it as the Tem- 
ple Mount because it was 
the site of the Jewish tem- 
ples in antiquity. 
Since Israel captured the 
site in the 1967 Mideast 
War, Jews have been al- 
lowed to visit but not pray 
there. Israel claims all of 
Jerusalem as its undivided 
capital, while the Palestin- 
ians seek east Jerusalem 
as the capital of their fu- 
ture state. Calling Jerusa- 
lem “the backbone of the 
Palestinian cause,” el-Sissi 
warned of dire repercus- 
sions of any Israeli move to 
change the status quo of 
the holy site, saying they 
would “negatively impact” 
future negotiations to settle 
the Israeli-Palestinian con- 
flict. He said such measures 
would impede the long- 
sought after two-state solu- 
tion to the conflict, which 
would leave “both parties 
and the whole Middle East 
with difficult and grave op- 
tions.” 
El-Sissi, whose country was 
the first Arab nation to es- 


tablish diplomatic ties with 
Israel, called on the inter- 
national community to “re- 
inforce the two-state solu- 
tion and create conducive 
conditions for the resump- 
tion of the peace process.” 
King Abdullah II also called 
for Israel to cease its viola- 
tions and incursions into the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque. 
“The region cannot live in 
peace, stability, and pros- 
perity without any progress 
made on the Palestinian 
cause,” he warned. 
Ahmed Aboul-Gheit, the 
secretary-general of the 
pan-Arab 
organization, 
also warned that attempts 
to partition the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque and obliterate its 
Arab and Islamic identity 
“would fuel endless unrest 
and violence.” 
Abbas, 
the 
Palestinian 


president, said his admin- 
istration would resort to 
the United Nations and its 
agencies and demand a 
resolution to protect the 
two-state solution to the 
conflict. “The State of Pal- 
estine will continue going 
to international courts and 
organizations 
to 
protect 
our 
people’s 
legitimate 
rights,” he said. 
The ongoing bout of vio- 
lence has put the region 
on edge. Last month, U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken met with Egyptian, 
Israeli and Palestinian lead- 
ers and urged them to ease 
tensions. 
Israel is run by Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s new 
far-right government. Many 
politicians in Netanyahu’s 
administration oppose Pal- 
estinian independence.q 


Arab leaders warn Israeli actions threaten regional turmoil 


Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, right, Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas, left, and King Abdullah II of Jordan, 
leave a conference to support Jerusalem at the Arab League 
headquarters in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Feb. 12, 2023. 
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Germany to ease visa conditions for some earthquake victims 


Volunteers walk among locally donated relief supplies for 
earthquake victims in Turkey at a warehouse near BER Berlin- 
Brandenburg Airport in Schoenefeld near Berlin, Germany, 
Thursday, Feb. 9, 2023. 
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By BERT WILKINSON 
Associated Press 
GEORGETOWN, 
Guyana 
(AP) — Top Caribbean 
leaders are expected to 
debate 
Haiti’s 
spiraling 
chaos and its impact on 
the region during a biannu- 
al meeting this week, with 
some complaining bitterly 
about a constant stream 
of migrants arriving on their 
shores as they flee poverty 
and worsening violence. 
The three-day meeting of 
the Caribbean trade block 
known as Caricom starts 
Wednesday in the Baha- 
mas. Some of the group’s 
15 members are pushing 
to get key Haitian stake- 
holders to a neutral na- 
tion in the region to reach 
a consensus agreement 
on holding elections in the 
impoverished country that 
has been stripped of all 
democratically elected in- 
stitutions. 
However, the international 
community and local offi- 
cials have noted that elec- 
tions cannot be held in Haiti 
until violence is quelled. 
Haiti’s foreign minister, Jean 
Victor 
Généus, 
warned 
during an Organization of 
American States meeting 
Friday that insecurity has 
risen and will spill over into 
neighboring countries. 
“We must absolutely tackle 


this problem in Haiti be- 
cause no one else in the 
Caribbean will be spared,” 
he said. 
The Caricom meeting will 
be hosted by Bahamian 
Prime Minister Philip Davis, 
who has persistently com- 
plained about the cost of 
repatriating thousands of 
Haitians as well as hundreds 
of Cubans in the past year. 
He says Caricom needs to 
help find a solution to Haiti’s 
security, political and eco- 
nomic crisis. Violence has 
soared in Haiti as poverty 


and hunger deepens, with 
gangs growing more pow- 
erful since the July 2021 
assassination of President 
Jovenel Moïse. The number 
of reported kidnappings 
rose to more than 1,200 
last year, more than dou- 
ble what was reported the 
previous year. Meanwhile, 
1,200 killings were reported 
last year, an increase of 
35% compared with the 
previous year, according 
to the U.N. 
The 
violence, 
coupled 
with double-digit inflation, 


has prompted thousands 
to flee Haiti to neighbor- 
ing Caribbean islands, with 
many seeking to eventu- 
ally reach the U.S. Dozens 
have died in such attempts 
as they cram into rickety 
boats captained by hu- 
man smugglers. 
The International Organi- 
zation for Migration an- 
nounced last month that 
it documented at least 
321 migrant deaths and 
disappearances 
in 
the 
Caribbean last year, the 
highest number recorded 


since 2014 and a spike 
compared with the 180 
deaths registered in 2021. 
Last year, the Bahamas 
repatriated 
nearly 
5,000 
migrants, the majority of 
them Haitians. In January, 
the government sent home 
570 migrants, of whom 368 
were Haitians. The govern- 
ment of the Turks & Caicos 
Islands intercepted more 
than 3,000 such migrants 
last year. 
In late January, the Ba- 
hamian government an- 
nounced 
that 
no 
new 
work permit applications 
for Haitians would be pro- 
cessed 
until 
authorities 
could better authenticate 
documents issued by Hai- 
ti’s government. Also that 
month, the Turks & Caicos 
government approved a 
six-month moratorium on 
visitor visas for Haitians. 
Both 
governments 
have 
complained about an in- 
crease in migrant shanty- 
towns and on spending 
related to patrolling waters 
surrounding both archipel- 
agos. “There is no question 
as to whether Haiti will be 
discussed” at this week’s 
meeting, Caricom spokes- 
man Leonard Robertson 
said. “Haiti has been at 
the front and center of the 
community’s interest and 
agenda.”q 


Caribbean leaders to tackle Haiti’s woes amid migration 


Residents move about as police patrol in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday, Feb. 10, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Pope worried about Nicaraguan 
bishop sentenced to 26 years 


MANAGUA, 
Nicaragua 
(AP) — Pope Francis on 
Sunday expressed sadness 
and worry at the news that 
Bishop Rolando Álvarez, 
an outspoken critic of the 
Nicaraguan government, 
had been sentenced to 26 


years in prison in the latest 
move against the Catholic 
Church and government 
opponents. 
Hours later in Nicaragua’s 
capital, Cardenal Leop- 
oldo Brenes said someone 
had asked him what they 


could do for Álvarez. “Pray, 
that is our strength,” Brenes 
told those gathered inside 
the Metropolitan Cathe- 
dral of the Immaculate 
Conception. 
“Pray 
that 
the Lord gives him strength, 
gives him judgment in all of 
his actions.” 
Álvarez was sentenced Fri- 
day, after refusing to get 
on a flight to the United 
States with 222 other pris- 
oners, all opponents of 
President Daniel Ortega. In 
addition to his prison term, 
Álvarez was stripped of his 
Nicaraguan citizenship. 
“The news that arrived 
from Nicaragua has sad- 
dened me no little,’’ the 
pontiff told the faithful 
gathered in St. Peter’s 


Square for the traditional 
Sunday blessing, express- 
ing both his love and con- 
cern for Álvarez. He called 
on the faithful to pray for 
the politicians responsible 
“to open their hearts.” 
The comments by Pope 
Francis 
and 
Cardinal 
Brenes Sunday were the 
first made publicly by the 
church about the expul- 
sion of the prisoners — sev- 
eral priests did board the 
flight — and of Álvarez’s 
sentence. Ortega ordered 
the mass release of po- 
litical leaders, priests, stu- 
dents and activists widely 
considered political prison- 
ers and had some of them 
put on a flight to Washing- 
ton Thursday. Ortega said 


Álvarez refused to board 
without being able to con- 
sult with other bishops. 
Nicaragua’s 
president 
called 
Álvarez’s 
refusal 
“an absurd thing.” Álvarez, 
who had been held under 
house arrest, was then tak- 
en to the nearby Modelo 
prison. 
In the run-up to Ortega’s 
re-election in November 
2021, Nicaraguan authori- 
ties arrested seven poten- 
tial opposition presiden- 
tial candidates to clear 
the field. The government 
closed hundreds of non- 
governmental 
organiza- 
tions that Ortega has ac- 
cused of taking foreign 
funding and using it to de- 
stabilize his government. q 


Roman Catholic Cardinal Leopoldo Brenes presides over 
Sunday’s mass at the Metropolitan Cathedral in Managua, 
Nicaragua, Sunday, Feb. 12, 2023. 


Associated Press 
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Casa del Mar Beach Resort & Timeshare Aruba 
Your own piece of Aruba, a hidden gem 


History 
If you are a regular visitor to Aruba since the 
70’s, you probably can recall the Sun Develop- 
ment group, who at that time were way ahead 
of the times in introducing time-share to Aruba 
and by using the latest in construction tech- 
niques all around the island. 


Being pioneers, Sun Development opened the 
doors of Casa del Mar Beach Resort Phase I, in 
October 1986. Two-bedroom Presidential suites 
were presented and well received. Aruba’s tour- 
ism was taking off and Sun Development was 
at the helm, with Phase I sold out and demand 
for more inventory increasing almost daily, July 
1987, the second phase of Casa del Mar Beach 
Resort was announced, and opened in January 
of 1989, with many existing members buying or 
upgrading suites in Phase II. With a separate 
building constructed in 1989, 40 additional one- 
bedroom suites across the street named the 
Ambassador Building, were added to Casa del 
Mar Beach Resort Aruba, which now consists of 
147 well-appointed suites in total. 


The resort 
Where to begin? Casa del Mar Beach Resort 
in Aruba, where a world famous white sandy 
beach meets clear blue-green Caribbean wa- 
ter. Whether you are looking for a romantic get- 
away or family time in the Caribbean filled with 
fun, water sports and activities, Casa del Mar 
Beach Resort Aruba has it all and is located 
on Aruba’s top 10 of the world, beautiful Ea- 
gle Beach. Casa del Mar offers you “Your own 
piece of Aruba”. With over 37 years of existence, 
Casa del Mar is one of the most overlooked hid- 
den gems in the low-rise hotel area. Although it 
can be referred to as a “smaller resort”, the ac- 
commodations are anything but small. 


With different concessionaires and amenities 
on property such as Matthews Beach Side Res- 
taurant, Santos Coffee with Soul, Clinical Mas- 
sage Spa, Thrifty Car rental, a recently renovat- 
ed pickleball and tennis court, two pool areas, 
Mini Market, Pelican Adventures with inhouse 
concierge services, along with many activities 
for all ages, the list goes on. In addition, the 
Alhambra Mall across the street, offers dining 
and shopping options as well as one of the 
largest casinos on the island. The resort is sur- 
rounded by multiple fine dining restaurants, all 
within walking distance. The suites themselves 
are large and luxurious enough to comfortably 
sleep families of four to six people, depending 
on suite type. These suites are available to both 
transient guests and through life-long ownership 
by timeshare purchase. 


Renovations and Re-branding 
2022 has been a celebratory year for Casa del 
Mar Beach Resort, with all 40 Ambassador suites 
bathrooms being renovated, Casa del Mar 
Beach Resort & Timeshare is moving their ren- 
ovations to the 107 two-bedroom Presidential 
suite bathrooms next. Combining this with a re- 
branding strategy, redesigning their logo after 
37 years, a new website and different branding 
and marketing strategies they have decided 
to head for a noticeable change of direction. 
Looking towards the future of the resort, the 
next years look extremely bright for Casa del 
Mar Beach Resort, through their commitment 
to upgrading and elevating their services, the 
goal is continuing the prosperity of the past 37 
years, well into the future. 


What to expect 
Experience all that Casa del Mar Beach Resort 
& Timeshare Aruba has to offer, by booking your 


next stay with them. You’ll experience a warm 
and welcoming Caribbean ambience with a 
management team and staff who is always will- 
ing to assist with anything you need. Schedule 
a brief tour without any further obligation with 
their Sales Agent during your current vacation 
and receive a free day pass in return with a wel- 
come drink from Matthews Beach Side Restau- 
rant while overlooking the beach. The existing 
owners who bought their lifetime ownerships in 
the 80’s will greet you with a smile and share 
stories with you of being part of the “Casa del 
Mar Family” as the resort and owners always re- 
fer to. Many still come to the island with their 
families or have handed their timeshare down 
to the next generations, who grew up loving 
Aruba and continue to bring their kids here to 
experience the resort and people of this beauti- 
ful island. 


Buying “Your own piece of Aruba” 
Casa del Mar Beach Resort & Timeshare Aruba 
offers a wide variety of inventory available from 
ocean fronts, garden side and pool views at 
starting prices as low as US$ 1500 for a one bed- 
room renovated suite. With the upcoming reno- 
vations of the two-bedroom Presidential suites, 
we recommend buying in at current listing 
prices, as the property value is set to increase 
further after the renovations are complete. By 
purchasing your preferred week and suite type, 
you will receive a deed guaranteeing you a 
lifelong ownership with Casa del Mar Beach 
Resort & Timeshare Aruba, who currently also 
offers one of the lowest maintenance fees on 
the entire island. For more information - visit their 
recently relaunched website www.casadelma- 
raruba.com where you will be able to find all in- 
formation needed to explore “Your own piece 
of Aruba”.q 
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This Modern and Excellent 
Located Condominium Is 
Now on Pre – Sale. 


From the well known lo- 
cal Developer of Waykiri 
Condos and Wariruri Con- 
dos. 
They are now introduc- 
ing in Aruba their newest 
Project: Walishali Condos 
Aruba. 


Build on a property land 
and close to the Eagle 
Beach which is consid- 
ered one of the most 
beautiful beaches in the 
world and close to 2 may- 
or supermarkets which are 
Super Food and Ling and 
sons,low rise and high rise 
hotels and downtown. 
Walishali Condominiums 
offers you a fully 70 fur- 


nished condos consists of: 
A Fully Furnished and 
equipped 
1-2 
and 
3 
bedrooms with high-end 
designs, fully equipped 
kitchens, amenities and 
facilities. 


Large swimming pool with 
water fountains, Jacuzzi, 
bbq area, gazebos, gym 
a covered rooftop sky- 


lounge, coffeshop, deli- 
bar and assigned parking 
spot. 


Prices starting at 


USD 299.000.- 


*60% 
reserved 
already 
so don’t miss the oppor- 
tunity to own a piece of 
paradise.q 


Aruba Living Today Proudly Presents: Walishali Condos Aruba 


Sending You A Bucket Full of Sand. 


Mr.Randolph Arends. 
Property Mediator. 
Tanki Leendert:#291. 
Cell: 5939177. 
Tel/fax: 5879987. 
Tel: 5879985 


Or go on our website: 
www.livingtoday.aw. 
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Quality Care Institute is now a reality 


ORANJESTAD – On Tues- 
day, February 7, 2023, the 
inauguration of the Quality 
Care Institute took place. 


For this occasion, the Prime 
Minister, Mrs. Evelyn Wever- 
Croes, and the Minister of 
Tourism and Public Health, 
Mr. Dangui Oduber, ad- 
dressed the guests and 
healthcare stakeholders in 
a brief speech. 


This institute is essential for 
the efficiency and effec- 
tiveness of healthcare in 
Aruba. It is part of the tra- 
jectory of the Landspakket 
Zorg \known as F3. Since 
May 2020, the Government 
of Aruba made various 
agreements with the Gov- 
ernment of the Netherlands 
concerning healthcare in 
Aruba. It is part of the con- 
ditions set for the loans pro- 
vided by the Netherlands 
to overcome the pandem- 
ic. 


The institute's objective is to 
improve healthcare qual- 
ity in Aruba and offer more 


efficiency and results for 
the community of Aruba. 
Quality control is the first 
objective of this institute. 


Other goals are to improve 
coordination, communica- 
tion, and agreements for 
healthcare. It is essential 


to emphasize that this is in 
cooperation with all the 
Kingdom partners to have 
equality and quality health- 
care on the same level as 
all the other partners in the 
Dutch Kingdom. 


The institute has different 
objectives, 
namely 
the 
healthcare market super- 
vision and new develop- 
ments. They will also focus 
on regulating various tar- 
iffs and on the results of 
this regulation. The institute 
will guide these decisions 
based on different experts 
with relevant experience. 
One of the most significant 
achievements is the reg- 
istration of our natives as 


medical doctors in Aruba 
through the AruBIG, which 
also resorts under this insti- 
tute. 


Minister Oduber stated that 
all the partners in the King- 
dom are excited to work 
and cooperate with Aruba 
to achieve protocols and 
beneficial quality care for 
the community. 


Aruba is reaching its goal 
of having more efficient, 
effective, and sustainable 
healthcare. The Govern- 
ment is grateful to all stake- 
holders who made this ac- 
complishment a reality in 
Aruba and the partners in 
the Dutch Kingdom.q 


Aruba vacation with Aruba Joe 


ORANJESTAD - On Monday, 
February 13th, from 17:45 
- 18:45 hrs, Mrs. Barbara 
Ringrose presents her first 
book titled, ‘Aruba vaca- 
tion with Aruba Joe’ at the 
library in Oranjestad. 


The author will inform about 
the book content and the 
writing process. You are 
welcome to this presenta- 
tion! 


his story is a combination 
of events of love, family, 
and unexpected vacation 
challenges. The vacation 
of a lifetime on one of the 
most internationally sought- 
after vacation destinations: 
Aruba. Feel the beauty of 


this small island in the Ca- 
ribbean and enjoy reading 
and meeting Aruba Joe! 
Barbara E Ringrose is a 
blogger and first-time au- 
thor. She lives in Manches- 
ter, US, and currently focus- 
es on future writings and a 
new business. 


Her accomplishments in- 
clude a Bachelor’s degree 
in Biology, a 22-year career 
in mortgage lending, three 
millennial-age 
children, 
and a handsome spouse. 
She also recently adopted 
a neighborhood cat, Ms. 
Kitty. 


More information: https:// 
barbararingrose.com/ 
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Sea turtle conservation by Turtugaruba Foundation 


ORANJESTAD ― Turtugaruba was founded on September 
3rd, 2003 by a group of enthusiastic volunteers. Ten years 
earlier, in 1993, a Sea Turtle Recovery Action Plan (STRAP) 
was introduced in Aruba and the rest of the Caribbean as 
an initiative of the United Nations Environment Program 
(UNEP). Tom Barmes, who was working at DLVV (Deptart- 
ment of Agriculture, Husbandry and Fishery) was one of 
the writers of the STRAP for Aruba, together with Karen 
Eckert, director of WIDECAST (Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle 
Conservation Network). This is how sea turtle conserva- 
tion started on the island following a plan that is still com- 
plied with today. 


Tom formed a group of volunteers around him, because 
nature does not know office hours, like an organization 
such as DLVV. This group of volunteers used the name 
Widecast Aruba and today there are still a few of them 
active. They first started protecting the Leatherback Sea 
Turtle nests on Palm Beach and Eagle Beach. This group 
also investigated which other species of sea turtles use 


Aruba as their nesting habitat and which 
beaches are used by them. For a period 
of 25 years a study has been conducted in 
which every early morning the beach was 
being monitored in which now there is a 
good overview of sea turtle nesting activi- 
ties. 


There are 4 different sea turtle species that 
visit Aruba to lay their eggs, each with their 
own specific season: 
- Leatherback Sea Turtle - Lederschildpad 
- Driekiel (March – September) 
- Loggerhead Sea Turtle - Dikkopschildpad 
- Cawama (May – September) 
- Hawksbill Sea Turtle - Karetschildpad - 
Caret (June – December) 
- Green Turtle - Soepschildpad - Turtuga 
Blanco (July-November) 


There also came a better understanding 
and overview of the biggest threats to the 
sea turtles existence in Aruba and how 
these problems should be tackled. Despite 
hard work, all those years, most problems 
have not really gone away, but luckily and 
thanks to the enormous efforts from the 
volunteers, the sea turtles are still here. On 
Aruba the sea turtles are threatened with 
extinction by pollution, driving on dunes 
and beaches with quads and 4x4’s and 
the loss of nesting beaches due to coastal 
development on behalf of tourism. Be- 
cause coastal development comes with 
artificial light and artificial light is a mayor 
issue for sea turtles, mother turtle usually 
comes on shore at night looking for a dark 
beach to make her nest. However… a 
dark beach is hard to find here nowadays. 
Light causes stress and can result in her re- 
turning to the sea without laying her eggs. 
Artificial light causes disorientation for the 
baby sea turtles (hatchlings). 


They crawl towards artificial light sources 
(like streetlights, hotel lights, etc.) and then 
they don’t find the sea. In the 90’s it was 
still a common occurrence to find a com- 
plete nest of about 70 hatchlings on the 
streets, dead, as cars drove over them. 
Thanks to their protection methods and a 
lot of time and effort, the volunteers of Tur- 
tugaruba have managed to get this under 
control. But for a sustainable solution there 
must be less light visible on the beaches 
and a strict regulation of it. Sea turtles sim- 
ply need dark nesting beaches for their 
survival. It is clear that even more coastal 


development would not make the situa- 
tion better for the sea turtles. Again, more 
hotel rooms? And even busier beaches? 
These are choices Aruba has to make. Do 
we want to leave a place for the sea tur- 
tles? Not only Aruba, but the entire world 
needs sea turtles! Sea turtles play a vital 
role in keeping our oceans healthy. 


The Green Turtle, for example, keeps the 
sea grasses on the bottom of the sea short 
and therefore a healthy place for many 
fish to deposit their eggs. The Leatherback, 
the largest turtle of the world, eats mainly 
jellyfish and helps maintain the balance 
between jellyfish and plankton. Despite 
the threats that exist on Aruba, the turtles 
still keep coming. That’s why today Tur- 
tugaruba is especially proud of the volun- 
teers and the many people and organiza- 
tions of our community that carry a warm 
place in their hearts for the sea turtles. All 
four species are active now, which means 
all hands on deck in the field for us, the vol- 
unteers. We strive to keep the sea turtles, 
our oldest ‘repeat guests’, always coming 
back to Aruba and get the chance to re- 
produce here. 


What you can do to protect the sea turtles 
• 
Lights out for sea turtles. 
• 
Do not drive on beaches. 
• 
Do not litter. Do not leave any plas- 
tic cups, straws or bags on the beach. 
• 
Remove obstacles from the beach. 
• 
Do not disturb a nesting sea turtle. 
Do not attempt to touch the turtle but stay 
at a respectful distance (at least 10 me- 
ters). 
• 
Do call Turtugaruba (24 hour Turtle 
Hotline: (297) 5929393). 
For more information visit the facebook 
page Turtugaruba Foundation. q 
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Gershwin Lee: a headmaster who is more like a coach for his students 


The teacher as well as the 
student are people, and 
before 
everything, 
must 
be seen as people. That is 
the philosophy of Gersh- 
win Lee, headmaster of the 
MAVO school, Colegio San 
Antonio. 


Lee had just finished super- 
vising a ‘strafmiddag’ – af- 
ternoon detention – when 
he spoke with our reporter. 
A group of students unhap- 
py that they had to spend a 
Friday afternoon at school 
is not exactly and ideal situ- 
ation, but the headmaster 
doesn’t let any opportunity 
go by without connecting 
with his students. “They feel 
that the teacher doesn’t 
like them, they told me. 
Many times it is a teach- 
er who gave them a low 
grade.” And what Lee told 
them was that by getting 
lower grades, the children 
reinforce the bad impres- 
sion that the teacher might 
have of them, but the neg- 
ative consequences fall on 
them. 


He knew of which teach- 
er the kids were talking, 
someone who has an in- 
terest but follows a stricter 
line. When the headmas- 
ter asked the kids why they 
don’t make an effort, the 
answer was that “I don’t 
want the teacher to think 
that I’m a teacher’s pet”. 
In that moment, Lee gave 
them a challenge, to ask 
the teacher directly if he 
thinks they have a perspec- 
tive. “I told them that they 
will be surprised by the an- 
swer, because I’m sure that 
the teacher will say that he 
does believe in them, as 
long as they apply them- 
selves.” 


After the conversation, Lee 
let the kids watch the doc- 
umentary about gymnast 
Simone Byles, who despite 
having addicts as parents 
who couldn’t give atten- 
tion to their child; she was 
adopted by her grandpar- 
ents. “The difference is the 
mindset. The idea was for 
the children to realize that 
trauma doesn’t need to be 
an obstacle. Everyone has 
trauma. A child who gets 
screamed at by a teacher 
when he was in first grade 


because he couldn’t read 
well will be left with trauma. 
The point is how you deal 
with trauma.” 


Perhaps the most surprising 
aspect is that Gershwin Lee 
told the students that he 
also experienced a chal- 
lenging youth. His father, 
the late Atan Lee was an 
extremely strict parent who 
didn’t hesitate to use physi- 
cal discipline and demand- 
ed perfection at school 
from his children. Gershwin 
as the older of three would 
rebel. His grades in MAVO 
were nothing to be proud 
of, and his rebellion contin- 
ued until after finishing HBO 
(Dutch equivalent to col- 
lege). His father dreamed 
of his son receiving the title 
‘drs’, and Lee got all the 


way to his thesis and then 
decided not to do it. He in- 
formed his father, who was 
obviously 
disappointed, 
and then moved to Spain 
where he obtained his 
Masters in Business Adminis- 
tration with specialization in 
marketing and public rela- 
tions. 


The 
trajectory 
however 
made Lee realize why his 
father was so focused on 
his 
children’s 
achieve- 
ments. “My father grew up 
poor in a big family. A male 
child of Chinese heritage, 
who was a victim of bul- 
lying, managed to over- 
come and wanted the best 
for his children. He couldn’t 
believe it himself how much 
he achieved. No one be- 
lieved in him when he was 


a child.” 
The realization that his fa- 
ther’s demands were the 
result of trauma allowed 
Gershwin to accept that 
the disciplinarian was sim- 
ply a father who loved him 
and wanted the best for 
him. 


And these stories, Lee tells 
them to the students of Co- 
legio San Antonio. This how- 
ever does not mean that 
it’s not necessary to recog- 
nize the difficulty that some 
students are going through, 
because often, the at- 
titude and arrogance of 
some students hides the 
lack of a parent’s love, or 
the fact that the family is 
poor. Such attitudes are 
reflected in the results, and 
sometimes parents have a 
hard time understanding 
this. Gershwin applies the 
same 
human 
approach 
with the parents, some of 
whom sometimes come to 
school very angry. 


From the start, ever since 
he was a teacher, Gersh- 
win noticed that the best 
way to see the student, the 
parent, or the colleague 
is first as a person, holisti- 
cally. For this reason also 
it is important for Gersh- 
win to have personal con- 
tact with parents, to really 
get to know them. And he 
asks all of them the same 
question: “How was your 
day yesterday? How are 
you this morning, what did 
you have to eat?” This way 
of showing interest tears 
down walls and allows him 
to come closer to people, 


in order to reach the core 
of any conflict. A student 
(who is not a ‘repeat cli- 
ent’) 
who 
approaches 
him because the teacher 
kicked him out of school will 
not get scolded, but will be 
approached by a person 
who wants to know more 
about the life of the stu- 
dent. “I see what his fears, 
doubts and complexes are, 
if he is afraid.” 


The way in which Gersh- 
win Lee deals with people 
is thus more like a coach 
than a strict disciplinarian. 
He doesn’t leave out that 
there are rules to be fol- 
lowed, but in order to de- 
mand adherence, Lee be- 
lieves it is essential to moti- 
vate the student as well as 
the teacher so that both 
want to work on improve- 
ment. 


It might be part of his per- 
sonality, but Gershwin Lee 
explains that from early on 
he realized the importance 
of a different approach, 
and he followed all cours- 
es and training possible on 
this area, from Conscious 
Discipline to yoga, which 
provide techniques to help 
anyone breathe in and 
calm down. 
The results can be seen, 
because Colegio San An- 
tonio already has years on 
top of the list of schools 
with a better percentage 
of graduates. But this is not 
what motivates the head- 
master. “If you take the 
first exam period from last 
year, our school was the 
one with the worst results. 
There was the possibility for 
every student to drop their 
lowest grade (an arrange- 
ment due to the pandem- 
ic) and still graduate. But 
I told them to still take the 
second chance exam and 
improve their grade.” 


The headmaster motivat- 
ed his students to believe 
in themselves and assured 
them that they will gradu- 
ate. The result of the school 
in itself was not important 
for Lee. Rather, his objec- 
tive was for the students 
to grow and realize their 
potential and be happy 
people, an approach that 
is proven to work.q 
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This Wednesday, June 6, 2018, file photo shows U.S. currently in New York. 
Associated Press 


Millennial Money: 
Should unmarried couples have 
one account? 


By CHANELLE BESSETTE of 
NerdWallet 
When a couple joins finan- 
cial forces, it's typically so 
they can accomplish a 
joint savings goal or con- 
tribute to shared expenses, 
such as those that come 
from living together. 
This is a typical step for 
married couples, but more 
unmarried couples are tak- 
ing the plunge to combine 
households: The number 
of unmarried partners that 
live together nearly tripled 
between 1996 and 2017 
from 6 million to 17 million, 
according to the most re- 
cent figures available from 
the U.S. Census. From living 
together to sharing other 
financial goals, unmarried 
couples may have ques- 
tions about how they can 
manage their money to- 
gether. 
One way to streamline 
shared expenses is to open 
a 
joint 
bank 
account, 
which 
can 
simplify 
the 
way you pay for things to- 
gether. If you're consider- 
ing opening a joint bank 
account with your partner, 
you'll want to think about 
the pros and cons of that 
option. 
BENEFITS OF USING A JOINT 
ACCOUNT 


Joint accounts can be use- 
ful for managing regular 
expenses as well as longer- 
term financial goals. Per- 
haps you and your partner 
want to make it easier to 
pay your rent and utility bills 
from one pot, or maybe 
you want to save for a va- 
cation, wedding or house 
together. A joint account 
can be a useful place to 
start, as long as you lay 
ground rules together for 
how much you each plan 
to contribute, how you're 
going to use the funds in 
the account and what 
you'll do if your relationship 
ends. 
Taylor Kovar, a certified fi- 
nancial planner and CEO 
of TheMoneyCouple.com, 
says 
unmarried 
couples 
should be very careful 
about opening a joint ac- 
count. There aren't as many 
legal protections as there 
are for married couples, 
who have inherent legal 
co-ownership of assets that 
the couple acquired after 
they got married. He says 
that there's safety in keep- 
ing your own accounts and 
then opening a separate 
joint account that you and 
your partner both contrib- 
ute to. 
"There needs to be very 


transparent tracking for the 
account," Kovar says. "Both 
people should be able to 
access the account at 
all times. You should both 
agree on what the ac- 
count can and can't be 
used for, so that way if an 
argument 
occurs, 
then 
you'll both be clear on 
what went wrong." 
DRAWBACKS OF USING A 
JOINT ACCOUNT 
The primary drawback of 
a joint account is dealing 
with the dreaded ques- 
tion: What are we going to 
do with this account if we 
break up? 
Parting 
ways 
is 
hard 
enough, but when there 
are shared assets involved, 
it can be even harder. The 
simplest way to handle a 
joint account post-break- 
up, Kovar says, is simply to 
split the funds in half. But 
if one partner contributed 
more than the other — per- 
haps because that partner 
has a higher salary — then 
it may be a good idea to 
split it equitably based on 
the percentage that each 
partner contributed to the 
account. 
April Lee, the financial 
blogger 
behind 
Hassle- 
FreeSavings.com, is grate- 
ful that she and her for- 
mer 
long-term 
partner 
never commingled their 
finances, especially when 
it came to the house that 
she purchased but that 
they both lived in. He con- 
sulted a lawyer to try to sue 
for ownership after they 
broke up, but in the end, 
he couldn't prove that he 
had contributed financially 
toward the house.q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Sta. Cruz Tel. 585 8028 
San Nicolas: 
Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 
Stone Age discovery fuels mystery of who made early tools 


By MADDIE BURAKOFF 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Archae- 
ologists in Kenya have dug 
up some of the oldest stone 
tools ever found, but who 
used them is a mystery. 
In the past, scientists as- 
sumed that our direct an- 
cestors were the only tool- 
makers. But two big fossil 
teeth found along with the 
tools at the Kenyan site be- 
long to an extinct human 
cousin known as Paranthro- 
pus, according to a study 
published Thursday in the 
journal Science. 
This adds to the evidence 
that our direct relatives in 
the Homo lineage may not 
have been the only tech- 
savvy creatures during the 
Stone Age, said study au- 
thor Rick Potts, director of 
the Smithsonian's Human 


Origins Program. 
The tools date back to 
around 2.9 million years 
ago, when early humans 
used them to butcher hip- 
pos for their meat, the re- 
searchers report. 
Older stone tools have 
been found in Kenya, dat- 
ing back to around 3.3 
million years ago, long be- 
fore our own Homo ances- 
tors appeared. Those tools 
were a bit simpler and so 
far have only been found 
in one spot, said Shannon 
McPherron, 
an 
archae- 
ologist at Germany's Max 
Planck Institute for Evolu- 
tionary Anthropology who 
was not involved with the 
study. The latest discovery 
matches up with a much 
bigger tradition known as 
the Oldowan toolkit. These 
same kinds of tools show up 


across Africa and beyond 
during more than a million 
years of prehistory, Potts 
said, showing they really 
caught on among early 
humans. 
They held a rock in one 
hand and hit it with an- 
other stone, chipping off 
thin, 
razor-sharp 
flakes, 
explained 
anthropologist 
Kathy Schick of the Stone 
Age Institute in Indiana, 
who wasn't involved in the 
research. 
With the rocks and flakes, 
early humans could slice 
and crush a wide range 
of materials, said lead au- 
thor Thomas Plummer, an 
anthropologist at Queens 
College of the City Univer- 
sity of New York. And the 
tools from the Kenya site 
— likely the most ancient 
Oldowan tools found to 
date — suggest this gave 
them an advantage in a 
key area: eating. 
The site, known as Nyayan- 
ga, is a lush, hilly landscape 
on the shores of Lake Vic- 
toria. Since starting exca- 
vations there in 2015, re- 
searchers have found a 


trove of artifacts and ani- 
mal bones, along with the 
two Paranthropus teeth. 
Slice 
marks 
on 
several 
hippo bones show they 
were cut up for their meat, 
which would have been 
eaten raw as a hippo steak 
tartare, Plummer said. The 
early humans also likely 
used their tools to break 
open antelope bones for 
their fatty marrow inside, 
and to peel the outer rinds 
of tough plant roots, the 
authors concluded.q 


This photo provided by the Homa Peninsula Paleoanthropology 
Project shows an Oldowan flake at the Nyayanga site in south- 
western Kenya in 2017. 
Associated Press 
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GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 
Derek Jeter and Alex Rodri- 
guez have been reunited. 
Fox Sports announced Sun- 
day during its Super Bowl 
pregame show that Jeter 
will be part of the network’s 
studio coverage for the 
coming season. 
Rodriguez hugged Jeter 
as he came on stage and 
presented him with a Fox 
Sports 
baseball 
jersey. 
Jeter, who was elected to 
baseball’s Hall of Fame in 
2020, also joins fellow Hall of 
Famer David Ortiz and host 
Kevin Burkhardt as part of 
the studio team. 
“I was on set at the World 
Series in Philadelphia and 


(David) Ortiz kept showing 
me his World Series rings. 
I figured I would join the 
team and humble him a 
little bit,” Jeter joked. 
Jeter and Rodriguez were 
teammates on the New 
York Yankees for 10 seasons, 
but their relationship wasn’t 
close. The two were good 
friends early on during their 
big league careers, but 
Jeter acknowledged dur- 
ing his ESPN documentary 
series “The Captain” last 
year that they had grown 
apart after comments Ro- 
driguez made in a 2001 in- 
terview with Esquire maga- 
zine. 
Rodriguez credited Jeter’s 


teammates for the Yan- 
kees’ run of four World Se- 
ries championships in five 
years from 1996-2000. 
The two, though, have 
seemed to put things be- 
hind them. 
Jeter — who won five 
championships during his 
20-year career with the 
Yankees — said last season 
during 
Rodriguez’s 
ESPN 
show, “Sunday Night Base- 
ball,” that the two had met 
to talk and clear things up. 
Jeter was part of the Miami 
Marlins’ ownership group 
for 4 1/2 years and was 
baseball’s first Black CEO. 
He resigned last February.q 


By KEN POWTAK 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Derrick 
White scored 23 points to 
help a shorthanded Boston 
team hold off Ja Morant 
and the Memphis Grizzlies 
119-109 on Sunday. 
Sam 
Hauser 
added 
20 
points, tying his career- 
high with six 3-pointers, Al 
Horford had 16 points and 
Payton Pritchard added 12 
for Boston, which won its 
fourth straight. Celtics star 
Jayson Tatum didn’t have 
his sharpest game, finishing 
with 16 points but making 3 
of 16 shots and missing 7 of 
8 on 3-point attempts. 
“That’s the beauty of this 
team,” said White, who 
also had 10 assists. “We’re 
just so deep. We’ve got a 
lot of guys that can do a 
little bit of everything.” 
Morant led the Grizzlies with 
25 points, seven assists and 
six rebounds, while Des- 
mond Bane scored 18 and 
Jaren Jackson Jr. had 15 
points and seven rebounds. 
Boston was without starting 
point guard Marcus Smart, 
who missed his 10th straight 
with a bone bruise in his 
right ankle, as well as for- 
ward Jaylen Brown (facial 
fracture he suffered from 
an inadvertent elbow by 
Tatum) and reserve guard 
Malcolm 
Brogdon 
(sore 
Achilles). 
Boston moved to 1 1/2 
games ahead of the idle 


Bucks for the Eastern Con- 
ference’s 
best 
record 
ahead of their matchup in 
Milwaukee on Tuesday. 
The Celtics were clinging 
to a one-point lead early 
in the final quarter before 
White scored six points — 
with a conventional three- 
point play and 3-pointer 
from the right wing — dur- 
ing a 16-7 spurt that moved 
them ahead 104-94 with 
just over four minutes to 
play. 
“We have some of our top 
dogs out now and it’s just 
an opportunity for guys to 
showcase what they can 
do,” Hauser said. “Try to fill 


that void of the guys that 
were out. They bring a lot 
to the table. We try to do 
our best to do whatever we 
can to help the team win.” 
Horford 
nailed 
three 
3-pointers in the final five 
minutes. 
Trailing by 13 at halftime, 
the Grizzlies used a 13-point 
third quarter by Morant 
that featured one-handed 
driving baskets, flips in the 
lane and twisting shots to 
wipe out the deficit, taking 
the lead briefly late in the 
third, 
Morant said last month that 
he wasn’t worried about 
facing any team in the West 


in the playoffs. He brought 
it up again Sunday. 
“The confidence I had 
when I said that is the con- 
fidence that got us to the 
point where we’re at now 
— being one of the top 
teams in this league,” he 
said. 
TIP-INS 
Grizzlies: Center Steven Ad- 
ams missed his 10th con- 
secutive game with a knee 
injury. … Morant missed 
his first three free-throw at- 
tempts. … They held a two- 
point lead after one quar- 
ter despite hitting only 2 of 
9 3s while Boston was 6 of 
13. They finished just 12-for- 


34 from beyond the arc. 
Celtics: Pritchard hit his first 
three shots from the floor 
— all 3s. “It’s big, especially 
as a role player,” Pritchard 
said of his start. “When 
hit your first one it defi- 
nitely, anybody that says 
it doesn’t is lying to you, it 
definitely gives you confi- 
dence.” 
OFF WHEN AWAY 
The Grizzlies’ road struggles 
continued, dropping them 
to 11-17 away from home. 
“How do you correct that?” 
coach Taylor Jenkins said 
before the game. “It’s got 
to be a mentality, for sure, 
obviously you trust all the 
work you’re putting in. … 
Guys have to be even more 
confident together on the 
road. We know what our 
standard is and that’s what 
it’s about and we don’t live 
up to that standard on the 
road.” 
NICE MOMENT 
Jeannine Russell, wife of 
late Celtics legend Bill Rus- 
sell, was seated courtside. 
She got a standing ovation 
when the PA announcer 
welcomed her as she was 
shown on the videoboard. 
UP NEXT 
Grizzlies: Host the Utah Jazz 
on Wednesday, starting a 
stretch of three of four at 
home. 
Celtics: At the Bucks on 
Tuesday 
in 
a 
matchup 
of the league’s top two 
teams.q 


White’s 23 points helps Celtics past Grizzlies 119-109 


Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0) drives toward the basket past Memphis Grizzlies forward 
Brandon Clarke, left, in the first half of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, Feb. 12, 2023, in Boston. 


Associated Press 


Derek Jeter joining Fox Sports’ baseball 
studio team 


Former New York Yankees baseball player Derek Jeter attends 
a news conference at Yankee Stadium, Wednesday, Dec. 21, 
2022, in New York. 


Associated Press 
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Scheffler repeats at Phoenix Open to regain No. 1 ranking 


By JOHN NICHOLSON 
AP Sports Writer 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 
Scottie Scheffler success- 
fully defended his WM 
Phoenix Open title Sunday 
at TPC Scottsdale to regain 
the No. 1 spot in the world. 
Scheffler closed with a 
6-under 65 to beat Nick 
Taylor by two strokes on 
the Stadium Course. The 
26-year-old Texan took the 
No. 1 ranking from Rory 
McIlroy with his fifth PGA 
Tour victory. 
Last year, Scheffler beat 
Patrick Cantlay in a playoff 
for his first tour title. Schef- 
fler added victories in the 
Arnold Palmer Invitational, 
the WGC-Match Play and 
the Masters and was the 
PGA Tour's player of the 
year. 
Scheffler made a 22-foot 
eagle putt on the par-5 
13th to break a tie with 
Taylor, then took a two- 
shot lead on the par-3 16th 
when he rolled in a 15-foot- 
er for par after hitting his 
tee shot far left on the sta- 
dium hole. 
Scheffler birdied the par-4 
17th with a 5-foot putt and 
closed with a par to finish 
at 19-under 265. He earned 
$3.6 million from the $20 
million purse in the second 
of the PGA Tour's new des- 
ignated events, created 
to bring the top players to- 
gether more often. 
Scheffler became the sev- 
enth player to successfully 
defend a title in the tourna- 
ment, following Ben Hogan 
(1946-47), Jimmy Demaret 
(1949-50), Lloyd Mangrum 
(1952-53), Arnold Palmer 
(three straight from 1961- 
63), Johnny Miller (1974-75) 
and 
Hideki 
Matsuyama 
(2016-17). 
Taylor also finished with 
a 65. The Canadian bo- 
geyed the 16th, missing 
a 7-footer after Scheffler 
holed his par putt. 


Jon Rahm, the former Arizo- 
na State star who opened 
the year with consecutive 
victories in Hawaii and the 
California desert, was third 
at 14 under after a 68. He 
also was in position to take 
the No. 1 spot with a vic- 
tory. 
Justin Thomas was fourth at 
13 under after a 65. Jason 
Day (68) followed at 12 un- 
der, and Jordan Speith (70) 
was another stroke back 
with Sam Burns (68), Sung- 
jae Im (69) and Tyrrell Hat- 
ton (69) 
Rickie Fowler was in the 
group at 10 under. The 2019 
winner had a hole-in-one 
on the par-3 seventh, us- 
ing a 6-iron in the 216-yard 
hole. 
McIlroy closed with a 70 to 
tie for 32nd at 4 under.q 


Scottie Scheffler holds up the championship trophy after the final round of the Phoenix Open golf 
tournament, Sunday, Feb. 12, 2023, in Scottsdale, Ariz. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 


You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 


great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together." 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


